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DR Congo I: Connecting the people of South Kivu 
 
Streets are equivalent with access – access to medicine, hospitals, markets, towns, jobs. Therefore, 
the well-being and health of any population relies on traffic routes such as roads. In the Democ-
ratic Republic of Congo, there are still huge areas which are disconnected from the rest of the 
world, such as Mulungu in the province of South Kivu. No road leads to the about 180,000 people 
living in Mulungu. Food stuff, medicine and other goods must be delivered first by plane and then 
by carrying them walking through the bush for several days. Thus, the health situation is much 
worse in this territory than in others: the number of children under five dying per month is nearly 
four times higher in Mulungu than in other health zones of South Kivu.      
 

To improve the living conditions of those people, 
Malteser International - together with local partners and 
with the financial support of Pooled Fund - reconstructs 
an old, totally destroyed road, leading right through the 
territory of Mulungu and connecting this area with the 
rest of South Kivu. Several parts of the road could be 
finished already. Within a new project phase, Malteser 
International has now started to complete the missing 
parts. Furthermore, 6,539 persons living in Mulungu are 
direct beneficiaries of the project since they have got a 
job as road builders and receive ‘cash for work’.  

 
In other parts of South Kivu, traffic routes also need to be constructed, reconstructed or main-
tained. In Kaziba, Malteser International – with financial support of OCHA/European Funds - now 
rebuilds the bridge ‘Luzinzi’ which – 38 years after its construction – was destroyed during the last 
rainy season and, thus, cut off many people.  
 
Furthermore, a road toll system for cars and trucks using the roads, so far supported by Malteser 
International, will make sure that also in the future roads can be maintained and kept in good con-
dition by the local government.  
 
Further information: Eveline Stoffel, mailto:eveline.stoffel@malteser-international.org  
 
DR Congo II: Plant disease mosaic endangers food supply 
 
Manioc is a staple food throughout the region of South Kivu. Thus, when the plant disease mosaic 
completely destroyed the last harvest of manioc in the districts of Walungu and Mwenga, the in-
habitants of the villages were confronted with severe food shortage.  
 
In order to secure the food supply in ten villages in Walungu and Mwenga, Malteser International 
with the financial support of Pooled Fund has started to distribute manioc plants resistant to this 
disease. The plants are supposed to build the basis for the harvest of new, healthy maniocs. The 
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village inhabitants now use special fields for the multiplication 
of the plants. 
 
Additionally, Malteser International distributes maize to pro-
mote a balanced nutrition. Altogether 7,500 families are being 
supported by the project. Thus, the number of bene-ficiaries 
amounts to 37,500.  
 
 

Further information: Eveline Stoffel, mailto:eveline.stoffel@malteser-international.org  
 
Sudan I: Fighting malaria in Darfur 
 
In May and June, Malteser International distributed 6,000 mosquito nets in the crises region of 
North Darfur. “Despite the difficult security situation we managed to distribute all the nets before 
the beginning of the rainy season”, Ute Kirch, Programme Coordinator of Malteser International in 
North Darfur, emphasises. “During this time, the Anopheles mosquito is especially active.” In par-
ticular, pregnant women and children under five years are at risk to fall ill due to their weak 
body’s defences.  
 
The distributions took place in Wadah, situated in the south-west of the provincial capital El 
Fasher, and in 48 surrounding villages. In each village, Malteser International additionally trains 
five voluntary health workers. They explain the dangers of malaria and the ways of infection to 
their fellow villagers and show them how to use the mosquito nets effectively. According to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO), around one million people worldwide die of malaria each 
year. 75 percent of them are children. 
 
Further information: Nicole Moran, mailto:nicole.moran@malteser-international.org  
 
Sudan II: Refresher training for laboratory staff i n Yei 
 

Laboratory services are an essential component of health 
care as many diseases can easily be diagnosed using simple 
laboratory tests. However, health centres in Sudan often 
have limited laboratory capacities. Most of them hardly 
offer functional laboratories and those possessing one have 
few laboratory personnel with adequate qualification. . 
 
This year, Malteser International obtained funds from the 
Humanitarian Aid department of the European Commission 
(ECHO) and from Global Fund (GF) to organise refresher 

trainings for laboratory personnel of the health centres in South Sudan. Nine laboratory technicians 
from the counties of Yei, Maridi, Mundri and Terekeka participated in the two-week training. 
 
The course focused on improving the quality of laboratory services in the health centres by re-
freshing the knowledge about basic essential laboratory procedures. It qualifies the participants in 
disease control and surveillance programs and, by this means, helps to improve the provision of 
overall basic health care in the post-conflict region of South Sudan. In the course of the training, 
the participants received reference books on standard operating procedures (SOPs) for basic labo-
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ratory tests. Similar trainings are planned for other counties in lakes region, for example in Rum-
bek. 
 
Further information: Nicole Moran, mailto:nicole.moran@malteser-international.org 
 
Sudan III: New isolation ward for cholera patients in the hospital of Yei 

 
Four months after the opening of the cholera treatment 
centre in Yei, where Malteser International had taken 
the lead, the handover to the urban hospital has started. 
The treatment centre had been installed to contain a new 
cholera epidemic in and around Yei. Meanwhile, it has 
been brought under control. The few remaining patients 
(four to six per week) are transferred to the hospital of 
Yei, where a new isolation ward is being opened in 
order to treat sporadic cases of cholera in the future. 
During the transitional period, Malteser International 
will support the clinic for three more months.  

 
Further information: Nicole Moran mailto:nicole.moran@malteser-international.org 
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India: Emergency relief to victims of high tide and sea erosion in Kerala 
 

From 18 to 23 June, torrential rain, heavy sea erosion and 
a cyclonic storm lashed the coastal belt of Kollam, 
Kerala, and left traces of destruction. Eravipuram, Thanni 
and Kakkathope belong to the most affected areas. During 
the emergency phase, the district administration opened 
three camps for the affected families. When the high tide 
receded and the sea became calm again, the camps were 
closed. As the situation was still grim, the local 
community and CBDP (Community Based Disaster 
Preparedness Project) task force members opened a relief 

camp for 25 families whose houses were completely washed away. The camp offered bare mini-
mum facilities. Additional aid was needed to support the families.  
 
With the financial support of Malteser International, “Quilon Social Service Society” (QSSS), a 
local partner organisation, provided the victims of the sea erosion with food, drinking water, cloth-
ing, plastic mats and bed sheets. Additionally, QSSS started to build temporary sanitary facilities 
such as latrines and bath rooms. In case of severe diseases, the patients are referred to the govern-
ment hospital for specialised care. The project will be continued until the 25 affected families can 
move into a new house in a relocated place. 
 
Further information:  
Annette Wächter-Schneider, mailto:annette.waechter@malteser-international.org  
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Pakistan: 1,000 survival kits for victims of Cyclone Yemyin 
 
Malteser International – with the financial support of the Federal Foreign Office of Germany and 
Aktion Deutschland Hilft (Action Campaign Germany Helps) – distributed survival kits to 1,000 
families affected by the flood disaster in the south of Pakistan. The victims of the devastating cy-
clone Yemyin and the following torrential rains received material to build provisional shelters, 
drinking water tanks, water purification tablets, hygiene articles and metal boxes to safely store 
their personal stuff.  

 
Furthermore, Malteser International informs the 
population about important measures of hygiene. A 
Pakistani doctor, a midwife and local health workers 
advice the people of how to treat the water to make it 
potable. Additionally, knowledge of the basic principles 
of health and hygiene is very poor amongst the 
population, creating a favourable environment for 
diseases to spread quickly. That is why even trainings on 
how to wash hands properly with soap can save lives. 
These measures are of particular importance in refugee 
camps.    

 
“Due to the fact that diarrhoea - and sometimes even cholera  – constitute a danger especially in 
flood areas, it is very important to inform the people about these diseases, the ways of infection 
and preventative measures”, Dr. Jürgen Clemens, Senior Desk Officer Pakistan at Malteser Inter-
national, explains. “Women in particular contribute to the health of their families. That’s why we 
work with female personnel who enjoy more confidence among women.” 
 
The cyclone Yemyin left huge damages in South Asia. The south of Pakistan is particularly af-
fected by the consequences of the storm and the following rainfalls. About 500 people died in the 
floods, 150,000 became homeless. Altogether more than 1.5 million people are affected. 
 
Further information:  
Dr. Jürgen Clemens, mailto:juergen.clemens@malteser-international.org  
 
Sri Lanka: Reconstruction of primary school for 400 pupils  
 
Malteser International has started to rebuild the primary school of Islamabad, a small village in the 
east of Sri Lanka, which was totally destroyed by the tsunami of 26 December 2004. For more 
than two years, the pupils (currently five classes) have been studying all together in one single 
temporary classroom. Apart from reconstructing the school building, the organisation will also 
offer psycho-social care for traumatised children and their parents, special support for children 
with learning disabilities and various leisure activities for the school community.  
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The village of Islamabad, close to Kalmunai, is one of the 
places which suffered the most from the tsunami. 310 out of 
320 families have lost all their belongings. The long-lasting 
civil war in this part of the country has additionally affected 
the population. Already in January 2005 the community had 
found a temporary solution for the school: a one room 
shelter on the mosque compound made of corrugated iron 
sheets. However, due to its location close to the main road, 
this is a very difficult learning environment for the children. 
The participation of the pupils, teachers and parents in the 

planning and construction process of the new school building is of great importance.  
 
Further information: Dr. Jürgen Clemens, mailto:juergen.clemens@malteser-international.org 
 
Thailand: Mobile orthopaedic clinic treats nearly 10,000 patients 

 
In February 2006, an orthopaedic clinic bus financed 
and equipped by Malteser International was handed 
over to the partner organisation “Siridhorn Foundation” 
(SNMRC). During the implementation period till June 
2007, the bus toured eight times to different tsunami 
affected regions all over Thailand serving altogether 
9,899 patients. 
 
The main focus of the project was to improve the 
situation of disabled people by attending to their 
medical needs. With the provision of a very broad 

spectrum of services including orthopaedic devices such as prostheses, eye clinic, dental services, 
special child care programmes for disabled children and mental health care, the clinic tours helped 
people suffering from a disability to rehabilitate. Moreover, trainings for the communities and the 
local medical personnel helped to sensitise people for the needs of disabled persons.   
 
Further information: Cordula Wasser, mailto:cordula.wasser@malteser-international.org   
 
Vietnam I: Health for ethnic minorities thanks to traditional medicine gardens 
 

Building on the rich traditional knowledge of the Vietnamese 
minority population Co Tu regarding natural healing methods, 
Malteser International - together with partner organisations and 
with financial support of the German Embassy - now starts a new 
project supporting the health care of this ethnic group. In three 
communities of the mountainous district of Tay Giang, medicine 
gardens with traditional medical plants are constructed to offer 
alternative remedies to the patients. 

 
Appropriate plants were selected together with the villagers. The gardens not only offer much 
cheaper alternatives to the Western medicine. They also strengthen the cultural identity of the Co 
Tu and at the same time promote the health centres amongst the local population since each garden 
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is attached to the communal health centre. The staff of the health centres receives trainings on the 
cultivation of the plants and learn how to prepare and administer traditional remedies.  
 
The project is integrated into the already existing health and nutrition related activities of Malteser 
International in Tay Giang.  
 
Further information: Cordula Wasser, mailto: cordula.wasser@malteser-international.org  
 
Vietnam II: New start-up for the health centre in Atieng  
 
At the beginning of July, Malteser International started a new project in Atieng, a commune of the 
mountainous district Tay Giang in the north-west of the Quang Nam province. The economic con-
ditions in this province are very poor and the living standard of Tay Giang´s residents is low. The 
existing health infrastructure and the health system are unsatisfactory due to a lack of medical 
equipment and qualified medical staff.  
 
Thus, the aim of the project which is financially supported by the German Consulate General in 
HCMC, is to rebuild the old and downgraded Atieng health centre and to provide it with sufficient 
medicine and medical equipment in order to better fulfill the residents' needs on medical examina-
tion and treatment. Consequently, the trust of the population in the staff of the health centre as well 
as in the village health workers will increase. The measures include flooring, widening rooms, 
upgrading the kitchen, building a toilet and installing a water supply system. Moreover, Malteser 
International provides the necessary medical equipment for basic examinations, treatments and 
pregnancy tests.   
 
Further information: Cordula Wasser, mailto: cordula.wasser@malteser-international.org  
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Asia: 
 
On 1 July, Dr. Maria Dung-Pham left for Thailand to work as a Health Coordinator in Mae Sar-
iang. 
 
Further information: Renate Esser, mailto:renate.esser@malteser-international.org  
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Annual Report 2006 – now online 
 
The Malteser International Annual Report 2006 is now available for 
download. On 48 pages, it gives an account of the large variety of 
programmes realised for about seven million people in 30 countries 
worldwide in 2006. In order to download the Report, please click here.  
For printed copies in English or German please contact Mrs Kathrin 
Meier/Malteser International, mailto:p.kommunikation2@malteser-
international.org.  
 
Further information: Petra Ipp, mailto:petra.ipp@malteser-international.org  
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Ingo Radtke         Petra Ipp 

 
 

 
Salzburg: Decoration for Dr. Johannes Hummer 
 

On 24 June – the feast of Saint John the Baptist – Mr 
Ingo Radtke, Secretary General of Malteser 
International, visited Malteser Salzburg for their 
traditional camp fire of Saint John at the castle 
Glanegg. At this occasion, he awarded the Malteser 
jubilee medal to the Vice Area Director Dr. Johannes 
Hummer in recognition of his great commitment on the 
creation of the so-called “Rapid Deployment Unit”, a 
team of voluntary helpers to be trained for disaster and 
emergency relief.  

 
Further information: Ingo Radtke, mailto:ingo.radtke@malteser-international.org 
 


